TROUBLE AHEAD

BIBLE TEXT :_I Kings 14:1-20

LESSON 294 Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: "There is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be

known” (Matthew 10:26).

BIBLE TEXT in King James Version

.1 Kings 14:1-20

! At that time Abijah the son of
Jeroboam fell sick.

2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I
pray thee, and disguise thyself, that
thou be not known to be the wife of
Jeroboam; and get thee to Shiloh:
behold, there /s Ahijah the prophet,
which told me that I should be king
over this people.

3 And take with thee ten loaves, and
cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go
to him: he shall tell thee what shall
become of the child.

* And Jeroboam's wife did so, and
arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to
the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could
not see; for his eyes were set by reason
of his age.

> And the LORD said unto Ahijah,
Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh
to ask a thing of thee for her son; for
he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say
unto her: for it shall be, when she
cometh in, that she shall feign herself
to be another woman.

® And it was so, when Ahijah heard the
sound of her feet, as she came in at the
door, that he said, Come in, thou wife
of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself
to be another? for I am sent to thee
with heavy tidings.

’ Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, Forasmuch as I
exalted thee from among the people,
and made thee prince over my people
Israel,

8 And rent the kingdom away from the
house of David, and gave it thee: and
yet thou hast not been as my servant
David, who kept my commandments,
and who followed me with all his heart,
to do that only which was right in mine
eyes;

% But hast done evil above all that were
before thee: for thou hast gone and
made thee other gods, and molten
images, to provoke me to anger, and
hast cast me behind thy back:
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BIBLE REFERENCES:

NOTES:
Jeroboam'’s Sins

Some Bible characters are known for their faith, some for their
patience, still others for their great deeds. But some are known or
remembered for their mistakes and failures. Jeroboam will always
be remembered by, and his name connected with, five words:
“Who made Israel to sin.” Nineteen times in the Bible these
words are repeated concerning Jeroboam. What sad words to be
spoken of one who should have been a faithful leader of God’s
people! We remember that it was Jeroboam who made the two
calves of gold and offered sacrifices unto them, and told the
people it was too much to go to Jerusalem to worship; so they,
too, worshiped the golden calves.

Not only were the people of Israel affected by the sins of this
wicked man, but even his very own family was harmed. Let us
always remember that the life we live influences the life of every
one with whom we make contact. “For none of us liveth to
himself, and no man dieth to himself” (Romans 14:7). We read in
the Bible, “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work
be pure, and whether it be right” (Proverbs 20:11).

Seeking Counsel

Now we find the son of Jeroboam becoming ill. So Jeroboam
had his wife disguise herself and go to Ahijah the Prophet in
Shiloh to inquire whether the child would recover. With a huge
bundle of gifts, which was customary when consulting a prophet,
the worried mother began her journey to find the man of God.
The Prophet of God was blind, so it would not have been
necessary for Jeroboam’s wife to disguise herself; but his spiritual
eyes were sharp and quick to detect even the very footsteps of
that woman. The “ears” of his heart, too, were anything but dull,
for the voice of God had spoken, telling him that she was coming,
and instructing him what to say to her.

A Revealer of Secrets

God often reveals secrets or hidden things to His people. Two
young boys once broke into a house and stole some money when
they knew the family was attending a church service. When the
family returned and discovered that they had been robbed, the
mother at once said she knew who had done this. The next day
the officers approached the boys and demanded a confession.
When brought before the people whom they had wronged, the
boys wanted to know why they had been suspected. The mother
told the boys that God in Heaven had showed her who was guilty.
And she said they must always remember that God sees
everything they do and He has a way of revealing those things to
His own. “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets” (Daniel 2:47).

Jeroboam’s wife needed no introduction — in fact, she did not
even have a chance to speak. The Prophet of God did all the
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19 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil
upon the house of Jeroboam, and will
cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth
against the wall, and him that is shut
up and left in Israel, and will take away
the remnant of the house of Jeroboam,
as a man taketh away dung, till it be all
gone.

1 Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city
shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat:
for the LORD hath spoken it.

12 Arise thou therefore, get thee to
thine own house: and when thy feet
enter into the city, the child shall die.

13 And all Israel shall mourn for him,
and bury him: for he only of Jeroboam
shall come to the grave, because in him
there is found some good thing toward
the LORD God of Israel in the house of
Jeroboam.

1 Moreover the LORD shall raise him up
a king over Israel, who shall cut off the
house of Jeroboam that day: but what?
even now.

1> For the LORD shall smite Israel, as a
reed is shaken in the water, and he
shall root up Israel out of this good
land, which he gave to their fathers,
and shall scatter them beyond the river,
because they have made their groves,
provoking the LORD to anger.

1 And he shall give Israel up because
of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin,
and who made Israel to sin.

7 And Jeroboam's wife arose, and
departed, and came to Tirzah: and
when she came to the threshold of the
door, the child died;

¥ And they buried him; and all Israel
mourned for him, according to the word
of the LORD, which he spake by the
hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet.
19 And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam,
how he warred, and how he reigned,
behold, they are written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

2% And the days which Jeroboam
reigned were two and twenty years:
and he slept with his fathers, and
Nadab his son reigned in his stead
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talking, and rebuked her sharply for her disguise. A cloak of
pretence may fool the world; some may even seem to “get by”
with a “false front,” when it comes to religion. Others may seem
to get by with their pastor or minister by sending gifts or by
pretending to be something they are not, but God in Heaven sees
it all, and will some day bring it out.

How foolish to think that a flimsy garb could not be penetrated
by the eyes of the man of God! A true child of God has nothing
to hide or cover up. His life is as an open book, read and known
of all men (2 Corinthians 3:2 2 Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men:). He is never afraid or
ashamed to face another Christian or a sinner.

Ahijah’s Message

Ahijah told Jeroboam’s wife that he had “heavy tidings” for
her, or, in other words, a very sad message. He told her to go
back and tell her husband that the Lord God of Israel had said
that since he as king of the people had not kept the
commandments of the Lord, but had done evil by making other
gods and casting the Lord behind his back, He would bring evil
upon the house of Jeroboam. Even their dead would not be
buried. Those who would die in the city, the dogs would eat; and
those who would die in the country, the birds would eat. And he
said, “Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house: and
when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die.” There was
her answer!

As for the people of Israel, they should be rooted up out of the
good land, said Ahijah, and should be scattered afar. And with a
very sad verdict he concluded his prophecy, “He [the LorD] shall
give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, and
who made Israel to sin.”

God's Word Fulfilled

Indeed, it must have been with a very heavy heart that this
mother started home. Her boy Abijah must die, and her whole
household should die without even a burial. As she reached the
threshold of the door, her son died. However, this son was the
only one of the whole house of Jeroboam who deserved a grave,
because in him was found some good toward the Lord God. We
read that during the reign of King Asa all the house of Jeroboam
was slain and there was not left “any that breathed, until he had
destroyed him, according unto the saying of the Lord, which he
spake by his servant Ahijah” (I Kings 15:29).

We all know that the Children of Israel, the lews, were
scattered throughout the whole world. God’s Word always comes
to pass, and sin will not go without punishment.

QUESTIONS
1. What office did Jeroboam hold at this time?
2. Why did Jeroboam send his wife to the Prophet?
3. How did Ahijah know Jeroboam’s wife was coming to see
him?
How did Jeroboam compare with David?
. Tell briefly the verdict pronounced upon Jeroboam’s house.
Upon Israel.
What happened to Jeroboam’s sick son?
For what reason did this son receive a burial?
. Tell of others in the Bible who have tried to cover up sin.
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