
Trouble Ahead 1 of  2

TTRROOUUBBLLEE AAHHEEAADD
BIBLE TEXT  : I Kings 14:1-20
LESSON 294 Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: “There is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be 
known”  (Matthew 10:26). 

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

.1 Kings 14:1-20 
1 At that time Abijah the son of 
Jeroboam fell sick. 
2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I 
pray thee, and disguise thyself, that 
thou be not known to be the wife of 
Jeroboam; and get thee to Shiloh: 
behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, 
which told me that I should be king 
over this people. 
3 And take with thee ten loaves, and 
cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go 
to him: he shall tell thee what shall 
become of the child. 
4 And Jeroboam's wife did so, and 
arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to 
the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could 
not see; for his eyes were set by reason 
of his age. 
5 And the LORD said unto Ahijah, 
Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh 
to ask a thing of thee for her son; for 
he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say 
unto her: for it shall be, when she 
cometh in, that she shall feign herself 
to be another woman. 
6 And it was so, when Ahijah heard the 
sound of her feet, as she came in at the 
door, that he said, Come in, thou wife 
of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself 
to be another? for I am sent to thee 
with heavy tidings. 
7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, Forasmuch as I 
exalted thee from among the people, 
and made thee prince over my people 
Israel, 
8 And rent the kingdom away from the 
house of David, and gave it thee: and 
yet thou hast not been as my servant 
David, who kept my commandments, 
and who followed me with all his heart, 
to do that only which was right in mine 
eyes; 
9 But hast done evil above all that were 
before thee: for thou hast gone and 
made thee other gods, and molten 
images, to provoke me to anger, and 
hast cast me behind thy back: 

NOTES:

JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss SSiinnss
SSoommee BBiibbllee cchhaarraacctteerrss aarree kknnoowwnn ffoorr tthheeiirr ffaaiitthh,, ssoommee ffoorr tthheeiirr

ppaattiieennccee,, ssttiillll ootthheerrss ffoorr tthheeiirr ggrreeaatt ddeeeeddss.. BBuutt ssoommee aarree kknnoowwnn oorr
rreemmeemmbbeerreedd ffoorr tthheeiirr mmiissttaakkeess aanndd ffaaiilluurreess.. JJeerroobbooaamm wwiillll aallwwaayyss
bbee rreemmeemmbbeerreedd bbyy,, aanndd hhiiss nnaammee ccoonnnneecctteedd wwiitthh,, ffiivvee wwoorrddss::
““WWhhoo mmaaddee IIssrraaeell ttoo ssiinn..”” NNiinneetteeeenn ttiimmeess iinn tthhee BBiibbllee tthheessee
wwoorrddss aarree rreeppeeaatteedd ccoonncceerrnniinngg JJeerroobbooaamm.. WWhhaatt ssaadd wwoorrddss ttoo bbee
ssppookkeenn ooff oonnee wwhhoo sshhoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn aa ffaaiitthhffuull lleeaaddeerr ooff GGoodd’’ss
ppeeooppllee!! WWee rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt iitt wwaass JJeerroobbooaamm wwhhoo mmaaddee tthhee ttwwoo
ccaallvveess ooff ggoolldd aanndd ooffffeerreedd ssaaccrriiffiicceess uunnttoo tthheemm,, aanndd ttoolldd tthhee
ppeeooppllee iitt wwaass ttoooo mmuucchh ttoo ggoo ttoo JJeerruussaalleemm ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp;; ssoo tthheeyy,,
ttoooo,, wwoorrsshhiippeedd tthhee ggoollddeenn ccaallvveess..

NNoott oonnllyy wweerree tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff IIssrraaeell aaffffeecctteedd bbyy tthhee ssiinnss ooff tthhiiss
wwiicckkeedd mmaann,, bbuutt eevveenn hhiiss vveerryy oowwnn ffaammiillyy wwaass hhaarrmmeedd.. LLeett uuss
aallwwaayyss rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt tthhee lliiffee wwee lliivvee iinnfflluueenncceess tthhee lliiffee ooff eevveerryy
oonnee wwiitthh wwhhoomm wwee mmaakkee ccoonnttaacctt.. ““FFoorr nnoonnee ooff uuss lliivveetthh ttoo
hhiimmsseellff,, aanndd nnoo mmaann ddiieetthh ttoo hhiimmsseellff”” ((RRoommaannss 1144::77)).. WWee rreeaadd iinn
tthhee BBiibbllee,, ““EEvveenn aa cchhiilldd iiss kknnoowwnn bbyy hhiiss ddooiinnggss,, wwhheetthheerr hhiiss wwoorrkk
bbee ppuurree,, aanndd wwhheetthheerr iitt bbee rriigghhtt”” ((PPrroovveerrbbss 2200::1111))..

SSeeeekkiinngg CCoouunnsseell
NNooww wwee ffiinndd tthhee ssoonn ooff JJeerroobbooaamm bbeeccoommiinngg iillll.. SSoo JJeerroobbooaamm

hhaadd hhiiss wwiiffee ddiissgguuiissee hheerrsseellff aanndd ggoo ttoo AAhhiijjaahh tthhee PPrroopphheett iinn
SShhiilloohh ttoo iinnqquuiirree wwhheetthheerr tthhee cchhiilldd wwoouulldd rreeccoovveerr.. WWiitthh aa hhuuggee
bbuunnddllee ooff ggiiffttss,, wwhhiicchh wwaass ccuussttoommaarryy wwhheenn ccoonnssuullttiinngg aa pprroopphheett,,
tthhee wwoorrrriieedd mmootthheerr bbeeggaann hheerr jjoouurrnneeyy ttoo ffiinndd tthhee mmaann ooff GGoodd..
TThhee PPrroopphheett ooff GGoodd wwaass bblliinndd,, ssoo iitt wwoouulldd nnoott hhaavvee bbeeeenn
nneecceessssaarryy ffoorr JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss wwiiffee ttoo ddiissgguuiissee hheerrsseellff;; bbuutt hhiiss ssppiirriittuuaall
eeyyeess wweerree sshhaarrpp aanndd qquuiicckk ttoo ddeetteecctt eevveenn tthhee vveerryy ffoooottsstteeppss ooff
tthhaatt wwoommaann.. TThhee ““eeaarrss”” ooff hhiiss hheeaarrtt,, ttoooo,, wweerree aannyytthhiinngg bbuutt dduullll,,
ffoorr tthhee vvooiiccee ooff GGoodd hhaadd ssppookkeenn,, tteelllliinngg hhiimm tthhaatt sshhee wwaass ccoommiinngg,,
aanndd iinnssttrruuccttiinngg hhiimm wwhhaatt ttoo ssaayy ttoo hheerr..

AA RReevveeaalleerr ooff SSeeccrreettss
GGoodd oofftteenn rreevveeaallss sseeccrreettss oorr hhiiddddeenn tthhiinnggss ttoo HHiiss ppeeooppllee.. TTwwoo

yyoouunngg bbooyyss oonnccee bbrrookkee iinnttoo aa hhoouussee aanndd ssttoollee ssoommee mmoonneeyy wwhheenn
tthheeyy kknneeww tthhee ffaammiillyy wwaass aatttteennddiinngg aa cchhuurrcchh sseerrvviiccee.. WWhheenn tthhee
ffaammiillyy rreettuurrnneedd aanndd ddiissccoovveerreedd tthhaatt tthheeyy hhaadd bbeeeenn rroobbbbeedd,, tthhee
mmootthheerr aatt oonnccee ssaaiidd sshhee kknneeww wwhhoo hhaadd ddoonnee tthhiiss.. TThhee nneexxtt ddaayy
tthhee ooffffiicceerrss aapppprrooaacchheedd tthhee bbooyyss aanndd ddeemmaannddeedd aa ccoonnffeessssiioonn..
WWhheenn bbrroouugghhtt bbeeffoorree tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoomm tthheeyy hhaadd wwrroonnggeedd,, tthhee
bbooyyss wwaanntteedd ttoo kknnooww wwhhyy tthheeyy hhaadd bbeeeenn ssuussppeecctteedd.. TThhee mmootthheerr
ttoolldd tthhee bbooyyss tthhaatt GGoodd iinn HHeeaavveenn hhaadd sshhoowweedd hheerr wwhhoo wwaass gguuiillttyy..
AAnndd sshhee ssaaiidd tthheeyy mmuusstt aallwwaayyss rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt GGoodd sseeeess
eevveerryytthhiinngg tthheeyy ddoo aanndd HHee hhaass aa wwaayy ooff rreevveeaalliinngg tthhoossee tthhiinnggss ttoo
HHiiss oowwnn.. ““OOff aa ttrruutthh iitt iiss,, tthhaatt yyoouurr GGoodd iiss aa GGoodd ooff ggooddss,, aanndd aa
LLoorrdd ooff kkiinnggss,, aanndd aa rreevveeaalleerr ooff sseeccrreettss”” ((DDaanniieell 22::4477))..

JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss wwiiffee nneeeeddeedd nnoo iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn –– iinn ffaacctt,, sshhee ddiidd nnoott
eevveenn hhaavvee aa cchhaannccee ttoo ssppeeaakk.. TThhee PPrroopphheett ooff GGoodd ddiidd aallll tthhee
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10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil 
upon the house of Jeroboam, and will 
cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth 
against the wall, and him that is shut 
up and left in Israel, and will take away 
the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, 
as a man taketh away dung, till it be all 
gone. 
11 Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city 
shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth 
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: 
for the LORD hath spoken it. 
12 Arise thou therefore, get thee to 
thine own house: and when thy feet 
enter into the city, the child shall die. 
13 And all Israel shall mourn for him, 
and bury him: for he only of Jeroboam 
shall come to the grave, because in him 
there is found some good thing toward 
the LORD God of Israel in the house of 
Jeroboam. 
14 Moreover the LORD shall raise him up 
a king over Israel, who shall cut off the 
house of Jeroboam that day: but what? 
even now. 
15 For the LORD shall smite Israel, as a 
reed is shaken in the water, and he 
shall root up Israel out of this good 
land, which he gave to their fathers, 
and shall scatter them beyond the river, 
because they have made their groves, 
provoking the LORD to anger. 
16 And he shall give Israel up because 
of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, 
and who made Israel to sin. 
17 And Jeroboam's wife arose, and 
departed, and came to Tirzah: and
when she came to the threshold of the 
door, the child died; 
18 And they buried him; and all Israel 
mourned for him, according to the word 
of the LORD, which he spake by the 
hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet. 
19 And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, 
how he warred, and how he reigned, 
behold, they are written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 
20 And the days which Jeroboam 
reigned were two and twenty years: 
and he slept with his fathers, and 
Nadab his son reigned in his stead

ttaallkkiinngg,, aanndd rreebbuukkeedd hheerr sshhaarrppllyy ffoorr hheerr ddiissgguuiissee.. AA ccllooaakk ooff
pprreetteennccee mmaayy ffooooll tthhee wwoorrlldd;; ssoommee mmaayy eevveenn sseeeemm ttoo ““ggeett bbyy””
wwiitthh aa ““ffaallssee ffrroonntt,,”” wwhheenn iitt ccoommeess ttoo rreelliiggiioonn.. OOtthheerrss mmaayy sseeeemm
ttoo ggeett bbyy wwiitthh tthheeiirr ppaassttoorr oorr mmiinniisstteerr bbyy sseennddiinngg ggiiffttss oorr bbyy
pprreetteennddiinngg ttoo bbee ssoommeetthhiinngg tthheeyy aarree nnoott,, bbuutt GGoodd iinn HHeeaavveenn sseeeess
iitt aallll,, aanndd wwiillll ssoommee ddaayy bbrriinngg iitt oouutt..

HHooww ffoooolliisshh ttoo tthhiinnkk tthhaatt aa fflliimmssyy ggaarrbb ccoouulldd nnoott bbee ppeenneettrraatteedd
bbyy tthhee eeyyeess ooff tthhee mmaann ooff GGoodd!! AA ttrruuee cchhiilldd ooff GGoodd hhaass nnootthhiinngg
ttoo hhiiddee oorr ccoovveerr uupp.. HHiiss lliiffee iiss aass aann ooppeenn bbooookk,, rreeaadd aanndd kknnoowwnn
ooff aallll mmeenn ((2 Corinthians 3:2 2 Ye are our epistle written in our 
hearts, known and read of all men:)).. HHee iiss nneevveerr aaffrraaiidd oorr
aasshhaammeedd ttoo ffaaccee aannootthheerr CChhrriissttiiaann oorr aa ssiinnnneerr..

AAhhiijjaahh’’ss MMeessssaaggee
AAhhiijjaahh ttoolldd JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss wwiiffee tthhaatt hhee hhaadd ““hheeaavvyy ttiiddiinnggss”” ffoorr

hheerr,, oorr,, iinn ootthheerr wwoorrddss,, aa vveerryy ssaadd mmeessssaaggee.. HHee ttoolldd hheerr ttoo ggoo
bbaacckk aanndd tteellll hheerr hhuussbbaanndd tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd GGoodd ooff IIssrraaeell hhaadd ssaaiidd
tthhaatt ssiinnccee hhee aass kkiinngg ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee hhaadd nnoott kkeepptt tthhee
ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, bbuutt hhaadd ddoonnee eevviill bbyy mmaakkiinngg ootthheerr
ggooddss aanndd ccaassttiinngg tthhee LLoorrdd bbeehhiinndd hhiiss bbaacckk,, HHee wwoouulldd bbrriinngg eevviill
uuppoonn tthhee hhoouussee ooff JJeerroobbooaamm.. EEvveenn tthheeiirr ddeeaadd wwoouulldd nnoott bbee
bbuurriieedd.. TThhoossee wwhhoo wwoouulldd ddiiee iinn tthhee cciittyy,, tthhee ddooggss wwoouulldd eeaatt;; aanndd
tthhoossee wwhhoo wwoouulldd ddiiee iinn tthhee ccoouunnttrryy,, tthhee bbiirrddss wwoouulldd eeaatt.. AAnndd hhee
ssaaiidd,, ““AArriissee tthhoouu tthheerreeffoorree,, ggeett tthheeee ttoo tthhiinnee oowwnn hhoouussee:: aanndd
wwhheenn tthhyy ffeeeett eenntteerr iinnttoo tthhee cciittyy,, tthhee cchhiilldd sshhaallll ddiiee..”” TThheerree wwaass
hheerr aannsswweerr!!

AAss ffoorr tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff IIssrraaeell,, tthheeyy sshhoouulldd bbee rrooootteedd uupp oouutt ooff tthhee
ggoooodd llaanndd,, ssaaiidd AAhhiijjaahh,, aanndd sshhoouulldd bbee ssccaatttteerreedd aaffaarr.. AAnndd wwiitthh aa
vveerryy ssaadd vveerrddiicctt hhee ccoonncclluuddeedd hhiiss pprroopphheeccyy,, ““HHee [[tthhee LLOORRDD]] sshhaallll
ggiivvee IIssrraaeell uupp bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee ssiinnss ooff JJeerroobbooaamm,, wwhhoo ddiidd ssiinn,, aanndd
wwhhoo mmaaddee IIssrraaeell ttoo ssiinn..””

GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd FFuullffiilllleedd
IInnddeeeedd,, iitt mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn wwiitthh aa vveerryy hheeaavvyy hheeaarrtt tthhaatt tthhiiss

mmootthheerr ssttaarrtteedd hhoommee.. HHeerr bbooyy AAbbiijjaahh mmuusstt ddiiee,, aanndd hheerr wwhhoollee
hhoouusseehhoolldd sshhoouulldd ddiiee wwiitthhoouutt eevveenn aa bbuurriiaall.. AAss sshhee rreeaacchheedd tthhee
tthhrreesshhoolldd ooff tthhee ddoooorr,, hheerr ssoonn ddiieedd.. HHoowweevveerr,, tthhiiss ssoonn wwaass tthhee
oonnllyy oonnee ooff tthhee wwhhoollee hhoouussee ooff JJeerroobbooaamm wwhhoo ddeesseerrvveedd aa ggrraavvee,,
bbeeccaauussee iinn hhiimm wwaass ffoouunndd ssoommee ggoooodd ttoowwaarrdd tthhee LLoorrdd GGoodd.. WWee
rreeaadd tthhaatt dduurriinngg tthhee rreeiiggnn ooff KKiinngg AAssaa aallll tthhee hhoouussee ooff JJeerroobbooaamm
wwaass ssllaaiinn aanndd tthheerree wwaass nnoott lleefftt ““aannyy tthhaatt bbrreeaatthheedd,, uunnttiill hhee hhaadd
ddeessttrrooyyeedd hhiimm,, aaccccoorrddiinngg uunnttoo tthhee ssaayyiinngg ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, wwhhiicchh hhee
ssppaakkee bbyy hhiiss sseerrvvaanntt AAhhiijjaahh”” ((II KKiinnggss 1155::2299))..

WWee aallll kknnooww tthhaatt tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell,, tthhee JJeewwss,, wweerree
ssccaatttteerreedd tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee wwhhoollee wwoorrlldd.. GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd aallwwaayyss ccoommeess
ttoo ppaassss,, aanndd ssiinn wwiillll nnoott ggoo wwiitthhoouutt ppuunniisshhmmeenntt..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhaatt ooffffiiccee ddiidd JJeerroobbooaamm hhoolldd aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee??
22.. WWhhyy ddiidd JJeerroobbooaamm sseenndd hhiiss wwiiffee ttoo tthhee PPrroopphheett??
33.. HHooww ddiidd AAhhiijjaahh kknnooww JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss wwiiffee wwaass ccoommiinngg ttoo sseeee

hhiimm??
44.. HHooww ddiidd JJeerroobbooaamm ccoommppaarree wwiitthh DDaavviidd??
55.. TTeellll bbrriieeffllyy tthhee vveerrddiicctt pprroonnoouunncceedd uuppoonn JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss hhoouussee..

UUppoonn IIssrraaeell..
66.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo JJeerroobbooaamm’’ss ssiicckk ssoonn??
77.. FFoorr wwhhaatt rreeaassoonn ddiidd tthhiiss ssoonn rreecceeiivvee aa bbuurriiaall??
88.. TTeellll ooff ootthheerrss iinn tthhee BBiibbllee wwhhoo hhaavvee ttrriieedd ttoo ccoovveerr uupp ssiinn..


